
Anglo-Turkish Society / Royal Anthropological Institute lecture, 8 May 2017, 5.30 pm 

Speaker: Dr. Robert Lager (Research Group Leader “Contemporary Islamic Cultures”, Study of Religions, University of 

Bayreuth, Germany) 

Venue: Royal Anthropological Institute, 50 Fitzroy St, Fitzrovia, London W1T 5BT 

Title: Turkish Shiites in Germany: Conversion, Ethnicity, and ‘Germanisation’ 

This presentation focusses on a specific portion of the Twelver Shiites, those with a Turkish-speaking background. It 

will present an overview of their history, their differentiation into several ethnic backgrounds, and will especially 

deal with the phenomenon of conversion, namely of people with an original Sunni and Alevi Turkish background, to 

Twelver Shiism. Besides the traditionally Twelver-Shiite Azeri Turkish communities (‘Caferi’) with a strong ethnic 

identity that form a rather secluded sub-segment, it will be argued that Shiites in Germany with a Turkish 

background (both converts and ‘born-in’ Shiites) are especially active in trans-ethnic endeavors within the ‘Shiite 

field’ and, as second or third generation ‘Gastarbeiter’ children, are highly integrated into German society and, more 

than Iranian, Iraqi, or Lebanese Shiites, are on the forefront at providing German language religious services to the 

younger generation in Germany, which in turn results in a ‘Germanisation’ of parts of the ritual activity. 

Dr Robert Langer CV: https://uni-bayreuth.academia.edu/RobertLanger/CurriculumVitae 

Booking essential: https://robert-langer-lecture.eventbrite.co.uk 

Contact: contact@angloturkishsociety.org.uk 
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